
 
AN EXPEDITION TO INDOCHINE 

CAMBODIA, LAOS AND VIETNAM 
March 22 – April 6th, 2009 

Escorted by John O’Regan by John O’Regan by John O’Regan by John O’Regan 
 
 
Join us as we travel to exotic Angkor Wat in Cambodia.   Your exploration 
of this mysterious region begins with the intricately carved Khmer ruins at 
Angkor Wat and surrounding sites, one of the world’s most impressive 
ruins. The Khmer civilization constructed the temples between the 9th and 
13th centuries.  Come with us to see these incredible ruins and the ancient 
stone masterpieces—mute testimony to the once-mighty Khmer 
civilization.  Continue on with us to the enchanting former royal capital if 
Laos, Luang Prabang home of the former Royal Palace and wonderful 
National Museum and beautiful temples.  We will visit the current capital 
Vietiane, a  small city on the Mekong River and many wonderful temples 
and monuments.  Next it’s on to Vietnam where we will have an in-depth 
visit to Hanoi, Hue, Hoi An and Ho Chi Minh City (Formerly Saigon).   
 
 
OUR ITINERARY 
 
22 Mar: San Francisco / Taipei  
Depart from San Francisco early this morning on board Eva Air for Taipei. Relax and enjoy the 
flight as you wing your way to Asia.  We have negotiated a very inexpensive upgrade on Eva to 
their Elite class, which is rated the number one premium economy service in the world.  Enjoy a 
cradle seat with lots of legroom and even a leg rest for just $375.00 more than roundtrip economy 
  
23 Mar: Taipei / Saigon / Siem Reap 
Arrive this morning in Taipei and connect with your onward Eva Air flight to Siem Reap via 
Saigon.  Upon arrival in Siem Reap, Northern Cambodia we will be met and escorted to our hotel.  
Siem Reap will be our base for visiting the fabulous ancient sites of Angkor, one of the wonders 
of world. The grandeur of this bygone civilization is truly astounding.   We will enjoy a three-night 
stay at the SOFITEL PHOKEETHRA ROYAL ANGKOR GOLF & SPA RESORT.   The balance 
of the day will be at leisure.    Join John this evening for a welcome dinner.  (D) 



24 Mar: Angkor Wat Excursion 
After Breakfast we begin our exploration of this mysterious region.  We first we explore the 
intricately carved Khmer ruins at Angkor Wat and the surrounding sites. The Khmer civilization 
constructed the temples between the 9th and 13th centuries. Strolling through the massive 
hallways of this ancient site, you will find many small shrines still in use by the local people. 
Picturesque Ta Prohm remains overgrown, presenting oddly haunting and exotic scenes. We will 
visit various ruin sites of these ancient masterpieces carved in stone.  Later this afternoon we 
have a special treat to View Angkor Wat at sunset from Phnom Bakheng. Tonight enjoy dinner at 
a local restaurant.          (B, D) 
 
25 Mar: Angkor Thom Excursion 
Today after breakfast we go to incredible Angkor Tom with the beautiful carvings of smiling faces. 
Angkor Thom, or “Great City,” which, having nearly disappeared into the jungle is in some ways 
even more spectacular than colossal Angkor Wat.  Our day includes a boat ride on lake Tonle 
Sap. Tonight enjoy dinner at a local restaurant.      (B, D) 
 
 
26 Mar: Siem Reap / Luang Prabang 
Today we will take a short flight to the enchanting former royal capital of Laos, Luang Prabang. 
Upon arrival, met and transferred to THE VILLA SANTI HOTEL. This afternoon’s sightseeing 
includes Wat Xieng Thong, Wat Sen, Wat Visun and a climb to the summit of Mount Phousi, 
where you are greeted by a spectacular, panoramic view of the town and the surrounding 
countryside.           (B, D) 
 
27 Mar: Mekong River Excursion 
This morning visit the former Royal Palace, now home to the National Museum, before embarking 
on a full-day boat trip on the mighty Mekong River. We Visit the Pak Ou Caves, which house 
thousands of gilded and wooden Buddha statues of varying sizes. After a picnic lunch on the 
banks of the Nam Ou River, visit the riverside village of Ban Phanom, where rice wine is locally 
distilled and traditional Laotian textiles are woven on ancient wooden looms.  (B, D) 
 
 
28 Mar: Luang Prabang / Vientiane 
Visit the capital’s famous Morning Market. Later, you are taken to the airport to catch your flight to 
Vientiane. Upon arrival, you are met and transferred to LAO PLAZA HOTEL. Enjoy the sights of 
this small city on the Mekong River, including Wat Sisaket with its thousands of miniature Buddha 
statues, Wat Prakeo—the original home of the Emerald Buddha—Wat Simulang, the Patousai 
and the striking That Luang monument, which is considered the national symbol.  (B, D) 
   
 
29 Mar: Vientiane 
After breakfast, visit the Cultural Park, Friendship Bridge and Buddha Park, which is located 15 
miles south of Vientiane. Then visit the colorful market. The rest of the day is at leisure to relax 
and pursue independent activities.        (B, D) 
       
 
30 Mar: Vientiane / Hanoi 
Enjoy breakfast and a leisurely morning before our mid-day flight to Hanoi, Vietnam’s capital for 
nearly 1,000 years. Historical emphasis on the arts and learning stipulates that buildings in Hanoi 
remain small, simple and in harmony with nature. We will be met at the airport and escorted to 
SOFITEL METROPOLE HOTEL. The rest of the afternoon is at leisure. This evening, we will 
attend the famous Water Puppet Show, followed by dinner at the renowned Le Tonkin 
Restaurant.           (B, D) 
 



31 Mar: Hanoi Sightseeing 
Today we will visit the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum, where the preserved body of “Uncle Ho” may be 
viewed. Also visit his nearby house, the lotus-shaped One Pillar Pagoda, Quan Thanh Temple, 
the Temple of Literature, Hoan Kiem Lake, Ngoc Son Temple, and a couple of museums.  Later 
We will have lunch at the Sen Restaurant. This evening we will we enjoy a fun filled cyclo ride 
around the Old Quarter.         (B, L) 
             
 
01 Apr: Hanoi / Hue 
Fly to Hue, Vietnam’s former imperial capital on the Perfume River. Your sightseeing tour today 
includes the imposing Imperial Citadel, the Museum of Royal Relics and the Dong Ba Market. 
Enjoy a cyclo ride this evening to the Y Thao Garden where you will partake in a typical family 
dinner. We will spend the night at the LA RESIDENCE HOTEL.     (B, D) 
  
 
02 Apr: Hue / Hoi An 
Continue your sightseeing in mystical Hue today, including a boat trip on the Perfume River to 
Thien Mu Pagoda, followed by a drive to visit some of the 13 lavish imperial tombs of the Nguyen 
kings, including Tu Ducs’ tomb and Khai Dinh’s tomb. Enjoy lunch at Tropical Garden Restaurant, 
followed by a drive to the absolutely charming and relaxed town of Hoi An. Believed to have been 
settled no less than 2,200 years ago, Hoi An was a thriving seaport and a base for seafaring 
nations seeking new sources of wealth throughout Southeast Asia. Even ancient Arab trading 
documents mention Hoi An as a stop along their trade routes. Our two night stay in Hoi An will be 
at the PALM GARDEN RESORT        (B, L) 
 
 
03 Apr: Hoi An  
Some of the highlights of our walking tour of this historic town include the Temples of Phuoc Kien 
and Quang Dong and the 16th-century Japanese Covered Bridge. Continue on the narrow streets 
of Hoi An, which are lined with buildings representing a mix of architectural styles, some of which 
are not seen anywhere else today. We have planned to lunch at a local restaurant before 
returning to the hotel. Afternoon is at leisure.       (B, L) 
 
 
04 Apr: Hoi An / Danang / Ho Chi Minh City 
Drive this morning we drive to Danang. Our first stop is at a stone-carving village at the foot of the 
Marble Mountains. Next visit the Cham Museum, featuring artifacts from the Kingdom of Champa, 
a civilization that ruled the area from the 2nd to 14th centuries. Later, fly to vibrant Ho Chi Minh 
City, formerly known as Saigon. Although it’s the largest and busiest city in Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh 
City retains the beauty of its graceful colonial French-style structures. Enjoy dinner at Blue Ginger 
Restaurant.  We are staying at the SOFITEL PLAZA HOTEL.     (B, D) 
 
 
05 Apr: Ho Chi Minh City Tour  
Our morning tour of Ho Chi Minh includes the former Presidential Palace, the Cathedral, Central 
Post Office and China Town with Thien Hau Temple and Binh Tay Market. Afternoon Venture into 
the “Iron Triangle,” riddled with an extensive system of tunnels inhabited during the recent war, 
along with fascinating traps and surprises. After lunch at the well-known Indochine Restaurant in 
Saigon you afternoon is at your leisure.        (B, L) 
 
 
06 Apr: Ho Chi Minh City / Taipei / San Francisco  
After breakfast and check out we have a mid morning checkout and transfer to Saigon Airport for 
return flights.          (B) 



Trip Cost: 
 
Per person based on double occupancy    $3,995  per person 
Single Room Supplement:     $1,995 
 
International Airfare:      $780.00  per person 
 
Taxes & Fuel Surcharges (Subject to change until ticketed)  $420.00  per person    
  
Upgrade to Elite Class on Eva Air:     $375.00 per person 
 
Note: Current Fuel Surcharges & Taxes on internal flights are included in tour cost and  are subject 
to change until ticketed. 
  
As space is limited please call San Simeon Travel today at 800-266-3359 or 927-4696 
 
Non-refundable deposit due is $500.00 per person.  Travel insurance is highly recommended.  This 
Tour requires average physical activity. You should be in good health, able to climb stairs and walk 
reasonable distances, possibly over uneven ground and cobblestone streets.   
 
Land Price Includes: 
 
01. Twin room accommodation inclusive of tax and service charge as applicable. 
02. Daily Breakfast and other meals as listed in the itinerary. 
03. Transfers inclusive of baggage handling and porterage. 
04. Sightseeing Tours as listed with a Licensed English speaking guide.  
05. Entrance fee to the monuments. 
06. Assistance by knowledgeable Local Representatives at airports and hotels. 
07. Transport services by private air-conditioned Coach. 
08. Internal Air flights Saigon / Siem Reap / Luang Prabang / Vientiane / Hanoi / Hue - Danang / Saigon 
09. Complimentary Cold Towels & Drinking Water on board  Coach during sightseeing 
 
 
 
 
 
 


